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or they wanted to save money on gas. Of course, people also carpooled with people they knew from
school or work, which could be something their peers helped them think about in making the

decision. "Just about one in every five Americans has a reason for why they carpool, or at least they
think they do," says Saba Mathioune, one of the study's coauthors. "Our findings indicate that there

is quite a bit of variation in what motivates people to participate in carpooling. For many, it's a
matter of economy, but for others, it's social, safety, or convenience." Mathioune says the study

could lead to some interesting questions about public policy. For instance, if people aren't
carpooling, are they willing to try something else to save money on gas? Or is there a benefit of

carpooling if it helps the environment? "There are certainly all kinds of applications for our findings.
One is informing policies," Mathioune says. "Another is understanding what benefits people may

receive from carpooling, such as safety or convenience." The paper, "Carpooling in America: Not a
Thing, but something," was published today in the journal Science Advances.Former US secret agent
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