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downloadGorakhpur: A 25-year-old woman with whose husband she is not fond, is yet to receive a

single penny of compensation from the local administration for the loss of her one year old baby
which was allegedly killed in December 2012, when a wall fell on her two children. Phool Kumari (25)

who resides in Bhagwan Purwa area of Gorakhpur city near her house, told Dawn, “My husband is a

poor man and he hardly earns a living. Even before, we were struggling to pay our daily expenses. |

tried to work but could not earn enough. My husband took up labour work.” She said that soon after
she became pregnant, her husband visited the town in search of work but with no success. “Then in
early December 2012, the wall of our house fell. Our son was killed and our daughter was injured.

Though we tried to do our best for her, we were helpless. Our daughter is now recovering, but | am

worried that if her mother doesn’t receive financial compensation, how will she repay our debts?”

she asked. A police station chief told Dawn that her claim is not appropriate as she is still pregnant.

The woman’s father Shri Ghatkar said, “When | asked her about it, she told me that her husband

took up a job in the local brick kiln. She then told me that she got pregnant and she is still three
months pregnant. She should have paid some heed to her mother’s advice who told her to abort the
child.” The father also says that his daughter is a habitual liar and she has been lying to the family
about the past, which apparently did not suit their wishes. Meanwhile, the victim’s mother-in-law Shri

Phool Kumari (58) told Dawn, “She (Phool Kumari) has been lying to us that our daughter had given

birth and our other daughter is fine. She did not tell us that she got pregnant. The 648931el174
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