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The latest crop of Slippery Elm is what we’re looking at, and we can
tell from our clear photographs that they’re quite frankly much
prettier than they were the last time we took a look at them. As
opposed to our photos from late spring, you can see a wider view of
each tree, better show the branching, and some of the smaller
leaves have fallen off. We’re ready to clean the trees, hang them
out to dry, and get them into the barn. It’s done mostly with the aid
of oxen, but still takes a few trips in and out of the barn with slings
and a chain. Once cleaned, the trees go on display. There’s a big
display case set up in the sunroom that holds hundreds of wooden
drying cords and chains. The cords and chains are the same ones
we use for stringing the slings that were used to raise and lower the
pegs. The chains are 1 inch in diameter. The cords are the same
thickness as the slings – about 1/4 inch. The setup is pretty slick.
When a tree is lowered, a cord is moved along so the tree is close to
the ground but not flat. By using a pulley system on the house, we
have some height control. Up, down, up, down…that’s it. And we’re
done…for now.
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